BECOLLECTIONS OF A PLAYER
took Ms glass by himself, and left me in full possession. It was thus that I became acquainted with a dear good woman, my partner of forty years, a comfort and a blessing through all my life, until the time of great sorrow when I lost her (April 5, 1892).
An interesting member of Mr. Wallack's company at that time was Mr. Edward Sothern, who had adopted the stage-name of Douglas Stuart. He played the principal business after Lester. His opportunities not being all that he could desire, at the end of the season, there being then a vacation of about eight weeks, he conceived the idea of forming a company of his own. With this in view, he spoke to me and a few others, wishing to procure our services. As I was reengaged for the next season at Wallack's, I was glad to fill, in this way, the time before my reopening. We visited Canada, opening at Bytown, now called Ottawa. As Sothern's main object in making the venture was to gain more experience, the pieces played were principally done for him, and even then I 92the land lay with me, he soon after 91 was
